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Finding Books by Subject
To retrieve a list of all books ABOUT authors or
their works owned at Chambers Library, type the
author’s name and select “Library of Congress shakespeare william
Subject Heading” in Box 2 of the catalog’s basic
search screen.
To retrieve books about a specific work, search for

the title of the work as a subject heading. hamlet

For a particular type of work,or a particular subject

matter within an author’s works, select a shakespeare william 1564-1616—tragedies
subheading from the Library of Congress list of shakespeare william 1564-1616—family

subject headings.

NOTE: Look at the LONG VIEW of the book record when you retrieve a record to find out:

¢  Whether or not the book has a bibliography and how long it is
¢ What the chapter titles are in the book, if listed

Finding Books by Keyword

Try the following keyword strategies for pinpointing books about specific topics. Type in the author’s name with a concept
of interest:

shakespeare and hamlet

shakespeare and ophelia

shakespeare and famil? (notice the truncation symbol)

shakespeare and traged?

When the Book is in Hand ..
¢ Check the TABLE OF CONTENTS for a related chapter.
¢ Check the INDEX for any words relative to your topic! The book may have more info than first appears.
¢ Check the INTRODUCTION. Authors often paraphrase each chapter in the introduction

Finding Articles: Places to Look

¢ Use the MLA International Bibliography, Humanities Abstracts or Project Muse databases. Employ the
keyword strategies above.

¢ Try the Gale Literary Criticism Series in print (the most current volume in any series indexes all previous
volumes) or the Gale Literature Resource Center online.
¢ Check bibliographies and/or works cited in books.

¢ Check bibliographies specific to an author. Search for the author’s lastname, firstname in the Chambers
Library online catalog and select the subject heading with the subheading of “bibliography.” Example: Shakespeare,
William 1564-1616—bibliography
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