
 

Searching JSTOR for 

Literary Criticism 

Select JSTOR from the library’s list of databases.  JSTOR is a multi-disciplinary, archival database that 
includes back issues of more than 1,000 academic journals.  It now offers current content for 
approximately 150 journals, as well, but for most journals the most recent issues for most titles will be 3 
to 5 years old.  This time lag between publication and availability in JSTOR is known as a “moving wall”.   
JSTOR also contains pamphlets, manuscripts, letters, images and monographs from special collections 
on Great Britain, Ireland and Africa.   

The interface opens with the basic search screen.  The advanced search screen offers features 
similar to those in EbscoHost databases. 

In the advanced screen, we can limit the search for our terms to particular fields of the record, 
and choose to include only results that are available in full-text through JSTOR or also those 
that are available through other sources.   Chambers Library’s subscription to JSTOR provides 
full text access to 275 of the titles in the database in the Arts & Sciences, Ecology and Biology.  
Citations for articles in other journals will include links for checking the library’s access through 
other sources. 
 
We can also limit to specific types of materials, date ranges, languages, or to particular journals 
by discipline or by title. 

A full-text search for “Young Goodman Brown” as a phrase gives us almost 200 items that we 
can access in full-text within JSTOR.  We can switch to “all content” to see results that are 
available through other sources, such as Interlibrary loan or the UCO print collection. 

Note that for articles not available in full text, a complete citation is provided. 

Summary information, including abstracts, when available, bibliographic information, and 
information on the author, is provided for full-text articles, along with a copy of the article in 
PDF.    

A pop-up window states the copyright restrictions on usage of the materials in the database, 
which we acknowledge by proceeding to the full text PDF.  The material can be printed, saved, 
or e-mailed for your personal use within an educational setting using the icons within the PDF 
window.  

Good luck with your research using JSTOR!  And as always, should you have any questions or difficulties, 
we are available to help you at the library.  Just ask! 

 


